König Family Stempelschneider

(Stempelschneider = Coin die maker)

Information collected and translated by 

R.E. Butler, October 2012

Introduction

This document was prepared as part of a genealogy study for the König von Paumbshausen family.    It includes many of the references to the König family from the book, “Die Münzstätte Hall in Tirol   1665 - 1809”     It is a companion to the report “Mathias König von Paumbshausen, Stempelschneider”  which includes all the references to the König family from the book, “Die Münzstätte Hall in Tirol   1477 - 1665”.   

Sources of Information

An overview of the “History of Austrian Money” has been provided by the Austrian National Bank at:  http://www.oenb.at/en/ueber_die_oenb/geldmuseum/oesterr_geldgeschichte/history_of_austrian_money.jsp
Much more detail about the mint at Hall near Innsbruck  is given in the books:    
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They were was published in 1977 and 1981.    They are are listed in the catalogue of the American Numismatic Society at: http://donum.numismatics.org/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=31434&shelfbrowse_itemnumber=9183
They can be purchased through several on-line vendors.   
These books are primarily numismatic histories and catalogues of coins produced at Hall, but they also includes enough history about the rulers of Austria, to put the numismatic history in perspective.    
Information Extracted from “Die Münzstätte Hall in Tirol    1665 - 1809”

Selected sections of the book were scanned and processed by an OCR program at http://www.free-ocr.com/  to produce plain text in the German language.    References have not been included.    It was then translated to English with the help of Google Translate, and quite a bit of interpretation by the author.     The German language text is an accurate copy of the book, but the translation has to be considered as approximate.   Although the translation is not perfect, it does show the nature and extent of the König family’s work through several generations.
The final section of this report is a further summary of genealogical information for the König family at Hall, near Innsbruck.
The author would be very pleased to receive any comments which would improve the translation.
The extracted text in German is in the file:

“König Family Stempelschneider - Deutsch.doc“

The translated text in English is in this file: 

“König Family Stempelschneider - English.doc”

Extracted Text – Translated to English.
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Page 13  
The minting of Talers, which was carried out at this time ….. was, of course, greatly reduced in volume.   From the mint office accounts at that time it is possible to deduce that for almost two decades an annual maximum of 40,000 Talers were minted.

Significantly, the Hall Mint was unable to mint coins with the portrait of the Kaiser, by the time of his visit in October 1665.    Nobody had asked the engraver Maximilian König to cut new stamps or rollers.  Interestingly, this did not change the personal visit of the Kaiser to the mint.   Neither he nor his officials ordered coins with the portrait of the Kaiser.    For the remainder of the year 1665, in 1666 and the first half of 1667, the coins were minted in Hall with the portrait of the late Archduke Sigismund Franz and, with the year 1665    

What it said just for minted coins, but not to the authorities of the Innsbruck, they must use the official stamp:  Legal transactions could not just be made by using the seal of a deceased ruler.    During the presence of the Kaiser in Tyrol in October 1665, Maximilian König made two great seals, which he delivered in mid-November 1665.     Another seal was delivered by Maximilian König at the beginning of the 1667.    

On the grounds that there would be much less (?) work in the future, the Kaiser reduced the salaries of the engravers from 600 to 400 fl annually.   As a consolation König was given the title “erzfürstlicher Kammerdiener”      (This translates roughly as” First Royal Chamberlain”)

Finally at the end of 1666 the officials at the Hall mint asked Vienna to send drawings of the Portrait of the Kaiser, because the rollers with Archduke Sigismund Francis were breaking down.

Page 14   
Only in the middle of 1667 when the required drawings were sent to Hall, could Maximilian König start with the engraving of Taler rollers.   It can be seen that the new front roll for the Talers was combined with the reverse roll of Archduke Sigismund Francis of 1665.    Apparently König had begun the new front roll, and the old reverse roll of 1665 was used until the new could be completed.   The new front side shows the bust of the Kaiser with  younger facial features and armour, and with a lion's head.   This type of bust image is - apart from minor variations in details - found on all denominations until about the year 1680.   The two Taler - new front of 1667/ old back of 1665 - was minted in the second half of 1667 and give minor support to the rarities of the Tyrolean coins of Kaiser Leopold I.  The new reverse roll for Talers had  been completed at the end of 1667, and they would be put to use the following year, 1668.  This can be seen in a letter dated 23 Jan 1668, where König, who had his residence in Innsbruck, had been cutting Talers in Hall in 1667, but had not paid his bill to the local host.  

As already stated above, the annual minting of Talers was very modest, so this new roller pair remained in use for about 10 years,  During this period there were about 300,000 to 350,000 Talers produced by the Hall Mint.  

In 1679 Maximilian König engraved embossing rolls for new Talers.     Also, the portrait of the Kaiser was redesigned.   Instead of the lion head shoulder the bust image had three stripes on the shoulder.   Apart from minor variations this remained the  type of bust until 1686.   The corresponding reverse rollers remained in use for several years because of the small production.    They bear the years 1679, 1680, 1682, 1683 or 1686.    

Still less important than the Talers were the Taler multiples (double and triple ) and partials (quarter and half).   It was not until the end of 1672 that the Double Talers were first mentioned in the written records of the Hall Mint.
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Maybe all the changes of the portrait of the Kaiser after 1680 depended not only on the changing appearance of the Kaiser with age, but also on the fact that the engraver Maximilian König trained his son Johann Anton König, and the son did increasingly more work from about 1680.  For the education of his son, he was finally given 30 fl in 1684, with particular emphasis on the work done in recent years by using his son.   The son received so-called half-pay from this date until he could take the place of his father.   There are various indications that Johann Anton König had started in 1685 to cut Taler embossing rollers by himself.    Finally, when his father Maximilian died on 1 October 1686, Johann Anton König was hired as the temporary Mint engraver in October, and as the regular engraver at the Hall Mint in May 1687.  He had to give part of his earnings to his mother as a widow.
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Pages 38 & 39     
The rush and large number of Talers minted from 1691 to 1696 had an impact on the activities of the engravers.    In 1694, Johann Anton König, who lived in Innsbruck and traveled only when necessary to Hall to cut a stamp or rolls, received an instruction to become a permanent resident in Hall to cut more embossing rollers.   Under these circumstances, of course, the quality of the work was not expected to be especially high.   What happened was that the engraver König stayed in Hall with the superintendant Anton Graf and they became friends and both seemed to lead a merry life.     In any case, the mint master received precautionary orders to keep an eye on both of them and monitor the quality of their work closely.  Nevertheless, it seems that the engraver König did not try very hard, because in 1690 and then again at the end of 1694, he received a severe reprimand that he had engraved the imperial image on the coins very badly, and contrary to commands he should cut no embossing rollers or stamps .     However, a few weeks after this complaint, König had the audacity to ask a special award for his efforts during the engraving the stamps in the years 1693/1694, and was surprisingly granted 300 fl.
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In 1694 those Taler types were created, and apart from minor changes in detail were used until the end of the reign of Kaiser Leopold I.    The picture of the Kaiser had the older features, and had 5 (also 4) stripes on the shoulders.   These Talers are characterized in part by the initials I (ohann) A (nton) K (önig) in very small letters on the shoulder.    This type of Taler was issued in 1694, 1695, 1696‚ 1698, 1699, 1700, 1701 and 1704

…..
After breaking the front roll in 1693, a new Double Taler front roll had to be engraved by Johann Anton König, which was in turn combined with the old reverse roll.

Page 43      

In 1687 the minting of the Fifteen Taler was recorded but Johann Anton König had initially cut no new embossing rolls.   He could be satisfied with the well-preserved rolls cut in 1676 and 1687.
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Gold Minting 1665 – 1705

Already at the beginning of 1666 Maximilian König had engraved a stamp for minting a medallion, and in June 1666 the Kaiser ordered 65    twenty Ducat coins minted.

For making the stamps for gold minting, which Matthias König had once supplied for Archduke Ferdinand Karl, Maximilian König asked for  200 guilders.

…..
In summary it can thus be stated that the from the stamping rolls cut by Maximilian König in 1666 for Kaiser Leopold I, reductions in weight of 50, 30, 25, 20, 18, 15 and 12 Ducats were made​​.
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In May 1667 the preliminary drawings for the new Ducat came to Hall, and Maximilian König cut a new stamp with a portrait of Kaiser Leopold I.    The stamp for the second main group of Ducats was delivered in 1690 to the engraver Johann Anton König.  They show the imperial bust in a circle of leaves.
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Up to 1680 Johann Anton König engraved a new front side roller to go with the old reverse roller.     The new front side shoed the Kaisers bust with 3 stripes on the shoulder.  With this stamp pair Triple Ducats and Double Ducats were minted.   The last double Ducats stamp of Kaiser Leopold I. dates back to 1693.   The bust shows hash 5 stripes on the shoulder and was also engraved by Johann Anton König  It is noted that Johann Anton König made 3 trips to Vienna, but more for personal than professional reasons.  There are no known results of his first trip to Vienna in 1688 , but during his second stay in Vienna in 1689 he was able to exploit his personal relationships, and like his father he was awarded the honorary title “kaiserlicher Kammerdiener”  ( “Imperial Chamberlain” ).   The primary reason for the third trip of Johann Anton König to Vienna was personal    There was no affect on the engravers art during these trips, as far as can be ascertained.  

The last years of the reign of Kaiser Leopold I were characterized by the Leipzig treaty for the stability of coinage, and also by the reform to ensure stability of the Imperial mints in both the organization and technical equipment.  For this purpose, conferences were repeatedly convened in Vienna, to which representatives of all the imperial mints were invited.

Pages  52 & 54      

It is worth mentioning in connection with the 1703 Bavarian incident Hall Münzgraveur Johann Anton König, who had his residence in Innsbruck, personally suffered a great loss.  In a request originating years later he described how it had happened: His bad financial situation was certainly not so great, “  ..the unfortunate wartime will be remembered as a time when particularly hostile Bayern soldiers were in my house and garden, spoiled everything, burned fences and benches,  .......”   From this there was a total loss of more than 600 fl.
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After the death of Kaiser Leopold I on 5 May 1705 his eldest son, Josef I was the successor. A few days later Hall Münzgraveur Johann Anton König  ....?., so he could make a new imperial seal .... 
This was usually the first work of Münzgraveurs after a change of government.
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For 1706 at least two front rollers were engraved. One has the initials I (ohann) A (nton) K (önig) on the edge at the bottom left, the other shows no initials of any Münzgraveurs. 

In a list of the works of Johann Anton König for Kaiser Josef I in the period 1705-1708 there are three pairs of Taler rollers with a total of 30 stamps, which is consistent with the foregoing.
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This meant that after the accession of Kaiser Karl VI, the design of the back of the coins fundamentally changed, because up to this time the back of Hall coins, except for the Dreiern, Kreuzern  and Vierern, had shown the Habsburg coat of arms, or the Tyrolean eagle.    The new backs were called contemporary because of the imperial double eagle, or "Eagle rolls" or "Eagle stamp".   

The main engraver of the Hall Mint had come from the König farmily since 1633.   The training and the engraving art had been passed from father to son.     The artistic side of the engravings show a continuity in the Hall coins that clearly occurs in the Talers, although there was a gradual, hardly noticeable change in style of various portraits of rulers due to fashion changes.   Johann Anton König, who first worked as an apprentice and assistant to his father, and from 1686 worked as the main engraver in the Hall mint was part of the continuity.     Under Kaiser Karl VI his work was seen as too conservative and antiquated.    

Considering his increasing age and his gradual loss of sight, it is understandable that Johann Anton König asked to be retired at the beginning of 1717.    This request had to be rejected due to lack of a capable replacement, and König continued to work.    He concentrated mainly in the following years on the engraving of coins embossing rolls, a relatively large area of work.    After 1717, for engraving stamps for small coins, Sechser, Kreuzer and Vierier (Quadrans), he used the help of his son Josef Christof König who had learned from him the art of engraving, seals and coats of arms.    With this arrangment, Johann Anton König postponed the consequences of the gradual loss of vision for some years, and his work was actually quite usable.    In 1719 it seemed to Johann Anton König that the time had come for his son, Josef Christof, who had previously engraved stamps for Sechser, Kreuzers and Vierer to ask for a weekly wage of 3 fl , especially since there would always be more work for him due to Johann’s progressive blindness.    In response to this proposal it was decided to engrave the embossing rollers after 1720 in Vienna.      Unengraved rollers made in Hall should be sent to Vienna and engraved by one of the local engravers.    When the first roll arrived in Vienna, it was found that the local engraver, whose name has not been handed down, was not able to engrave rolls:    He was only familiar with the Taler engraving with a stamp fixed on a roll.

Page 72        
He had never engraved rollers with more stamps and was now dependent on the help and advice of the Hall engraver.    Johann Anton König watched the miserable failure of the imperial engraver in Vienna, and the old, almost blind engraver with what was once his pride and joy and now almost despised skill, was stirred.    Aware that the engraving art in Hall stood far above all others, he wrote a letter to put all these thoughts down on paper (in modern German): ".. .we of the imperial engravers are to go to Vienna for making two embossing rolls,  are giving in writing the difficulties or comments with this gracious decree.     For its completion  we have perused somewhat obscure notes with all diligence and found like many that the first request is that the rolls must be drawn before the engraver will work.    Now we see in the Tyrolean mint the practice that when the foreman has the rolls right and just, they are passed to the engraver without drawings, and thus further required manufacturing follows by virtue of his knowledge but that after putting out the said notes there is only one stamp on the roll, which has never been never useful and profitable here in Tyrol. . . "

In response to this letter nothing happened immediately, and Johann Anton König continued, with the help of his son, to engrave stamps and rolls of which more were bad than good.  Josef Christof König, who took over more and more of the engraving work under his father's tutelage without actually being on the payroll of the Hall Mint, received a new engraving tool in April 1723.    Once because of the progressive loss of sight of the Father and the incomplete training of the Son, the rolls and stamps were so bad that the Vienna Kammermedailleur Philipp Christof Becker was dispatched to Hall to remedy the problem.
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Becker should have built a screw press and a rolling plant.   Actually, Becker’s visit to Hall changed nothing essential.   In 1724, the embossing rollers for Talers that had been engraved in 1721,became permanently unusable, so father and son König engraved a new pair of rollers.   The son engraved the reverse roller where he - as he wrote – “engraved a completely new form for the eagle”, and the father engraved the front roller..   On that occasion, Josef Christof König highlighted once again that he had worked as a Münzgraveur  for 8 years without pay.   On the basis of his work done, he asked at an annual salary of 300 fl, but was only given a one time payment of 150 fl 

The authorities in Vienna now seemed to want to satisfy several years of temporary work.   As at the beginning of 1725 the embossing rolls for Talers broke again, and replacements could only be supplied with the greatest difficulty by both Königs, so the following proposal was made,   Johann Anton König was to engrave one stamp on the roll in Vienna, then the remaining four could be engraved.   At the end of 1725, Josef Christof König received a provisional appointment with 100 fl annual salary and at the same time an order to be trained in Vienna.    The first visit, in 1726, by Josef Christof König to Vienna was very short-lived, as his father could not satisfy the demand for minting rolls and stamps in Hall, and  urgently needed the support of his son.     In 1727 Josef Christof König was finally granted a weekly wage of 2 fl if he gave his father a hand.   In fact, father and son over the years had provided numerous works.    In 1728 Josef Christof engraved has his first pair of Taler rolls  (with the year 1729)  ​​without the help of his father, which may have increased his self-confidence in his craftsmanship considerably.

From the language used in writing for the payment of these rolls, the following can be clearly seen:

"... Your gracious Excellency will be aware that the Tyrolean mint has stamped out around 50,000 Talers, so a new pair of rollers has to be cut; therefore I have quickly (?) .. satisfied the gracious rulers by manufacturing one of these Taler rolls: .[some parts of the letter not or translated.]…… "

Finally ln 1729, after 12 years of working, he received his wish of a permanent appointment as Münzgraveur, and Josef Christof König was engaged with a 200 fl annual salary.    At the same time König was sent a second time to train to Vienna, where he was assigned to the engraver Philip Christof Becker, under whose guidance he engraved stamps and rollers in Vienna.
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Josef Christof König lived in Vienna for 3 years.     Not all of his work was approved by the Hall officials.   The embossing roller which was sent from Vienna to Hall at the end of 1730 was criticized by the mint officials.   Three of the five stamps of the front side rollers were burned during the hardening of the steel.   However, despite all the mistakes the mint had to rely on the work of Josef Christof König.   His father, despite repeated orders to cut stamps for Hall, and despite a promised additional reward simply could not do it because of his physical condition. 
In 1731/1732, Josef Christof König finally returned from Vienna and permanently took over from his father as Münzgraveur in Hall.   His father, however, was to be used  as far as his physical condition allowed, and he was granted a pension equal to his previous salary..  The wish that Johann Anton König could continue to work for the Hall mint was not achievable.    And from 1732 or maybe as early as 1728, Josef Christof König did all the engraving work alone.  His annual salary was increased from 300 to 500 fl in 1738.   His father requested that his younger brother Franz Ferdinand be an assistant at the Hall mint, but this  request was not granted.   
With the three-year course taken by Josef Christof König in Vienna, the style had already been standardized, so in 1739 the Hall engravers could continue to engrave and the punches were fabricated in Vienna, which resulted in further standardization.    Thus the Hall engraver Josef Christof König who had made beautiful Tyrolean coins and demonstrated the skill of Tyrolean engravers in 1728, had his artistic freedom taken away.

(Note:   Franz Ferdinand may have been Franz Josef)
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…. After 30 years of service, Munzmeister Johann Sebastian Fenner died on 30 September 1717.   In 1732 the Münzgraveur Johann Anton König retired with 45 years of service (died l746).

Page 79        

[image: image10.jpg]Abb. 829: Abb. 830:
Kaiser Karl VI, Vierteltaler 1725; Kaiser Karl VI.; Vierteltaler 1734;

PP

Abb. 831:
Kaiser Karl VL; Vierteltaler 1740; rl VL; Vierteltaler 1740;

P lahmim aus 1741 umieschmz




Page 80        

The stamp for the work half and quarter Taler coins were engraved by Johann Anton König, as can be seen from his pension application of l7l7.
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The Münzgraveur Josef Christof König managed the bust on the 1733 Half Taler much better     Both the bust of the Kaiser and the inscription were engraved smaller and finer.
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The roller pair engraved in 1721 by Johann Anton König by himself was still in use in 1722 and 1723.   In April 1724 there was a new pair of minting rollers.   The front side was by Johann Anton König, the rear side by his son Josef Christof König. Stylistically, this pair of rolls was still like the Talers of Kaiser Karls VI, except that the back was slightly changed (chest emblem).  Although, the fineness of the staps had suffered because of the progressive loss of sight by Johann Anton König.   In addition, there was a second pair of rolls prepared in 1724, which were certainly engraved under the influence of Viennese engraver Philip Christof Becker, who had stayed since 1723 not only to build new stamping machines in Hall, but also to - as it literally means - “ put coins in a better state after the evil sting of decadence”. At any rate, his influence is shown after 1724 because, except for a few exceptions, all Talers portrayed the Kaiser in Roman armor.   

The front Taler roller with the portrait of the Kaiser in the Roman armor was severely damaged in January 1725 and had to be replaced.    In May 1725 a new pair of rollers was delivered in which Johann Anton König engraved the front and Josef Christof König the reverse.   This roller pair remained in use until 1727. In April 1727 the front side broke and had to be shortly replaced with an older (pre-1724) surviving front side with the portrait with German armour.
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Also, for the rollers of 1728, the front was provided by of Johann Anton König and the back by Josef Christof König.   It was only in October 1728, that the rolls for 1729 were the sole work of Josef Christof König, and the stylistic difference between father and son is hardly noticeable ..Besides the Taler rolls engraved by Josef Christof König in1729,  there is a second type of Talers, which has a slightly smaller bust and overall a much finer engraving.  Johann Anton König retired as engraver of the rolls because after 1728 he was almost incapacitated by his blindness, and his work was much coarser     His son Josef Christof was ruled out, since his work was no better than his father’s, and was approved by the authorities.  Josef Christof König was therefore instructed in 1729 to study in Vienna, and his mentor Philip Christof von Becker received simultaneously an order to cut new rolls for Hall.   For this purpose, a pair of unengraved rollers had been sent to Vienna, so that the 5 imperial portraits and the reverse side could be engraved by Becker.  The pair of rolls of 1730 (also stamped 1731) were engraved by Josef Christof König under the supervision of his teacher Becker.    These were  the origin of all of the rolls for 1732, 1733, 1734 (also stamped 1735), 1736, 1737 and 1738 that were done by Josef Christof König alone.   All of these Talers show the Kaiser’s bust in Roman armor, except only in 1734, there are also variants with German armor.   This is explained by the fact that the front roll engraved by Josef Christof König in early 1734 shattered when the steel was hardened..
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The Sechser type (portrait with German armor)    created in 1714 by Johann Anton König is seen in the vintages 1717, 1718, 1719, 1720, 1721, 1722 and 1723

…

It is also notable that,after 1732 the engraving of the bust and inscription was significantly more refined, no doubt related to the training of Josef Christof König in Vienna
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….

Johann Anton König had engraved dies for double and single Ducats in 1714, but neither were dated..

…..

More dated Ducats were produced with the years 1734 (in use from 1734 to 1738 ) and 1739 (1740 also marked).

The engraver of this stamp was Josef Christof  König , ..
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The greatest role of the mint up to 1746 was in minting Sechsern.    Although this was still the nominal "6" coin, they had been around for over 40 years officially called 7 Kreuzers or "sevens"    This type of coin had been in Hall for some time as Viertel Talers minted with rollers engraved by Josef Christof König.    Up to and including 1744 all Sechser rollers were engraved by König  . When engraving a new Sechser roller for 1745, König suffered a work injury that cost him not only his right eye, but also caused a permanent infirmity that made him almost totally disabled and in 1747 led to his early retirement.    During his illness, the engraver König became surly and quarrelsome, and after an imperial Reform Commission noted the incompatibility of König and his terminal illness, he was retired on 10 August 1747.    On ll. January of 1752 Münzgraveur Josef Christof König died.

Already in March 1745, the engraver Josef Wellisch had been discontinued.   He was a pupil of the famous Viennese medalist Gennaro, from whom he had been trained since 1729.    In 1736 Wellisch went to Kremnitz and finally in 1739 to the Karlsburg mint (Transylvania), from where he had to resign his service at the end of 1742, for health reasons, because of the local climate.   

Although König struggled during the year 1745 to complete the rolls for the Secher and was repeatedly late, the rolls for the front side deliverd in March 1746 were so bad and useless that Josef Wellisch was ordered to engrave them.
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The Kreuzers were initially engraved alternately by Josef Christof König and Sebastian Donner, the Vierer stamp by Josef Christof König alone.

Only in 1744, in the year in which König had his accident, Donner also engraved the punch for Vierers

Pages 127 & 128        
Josef Christof König retired in 1747 for health reasons.   In late 1746, when König was still in the service and the mint therefore employed three engravers, this aroused the attention of the reform commission to investigate the “ modus operandi”, ie the management of all Austrian mints. .  Particularly disturbing to the Hall mint was that they felt Hall had more Engraving and was more important than the  Kremnica mint.   This ultimately led to Königs retirement in 1747.
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It is necessary to mention that Engraver-scholar Josef Anton König, a son of Josef Christof König,, was trained in Hall by engravers F.J. Wurschbauer and V.A. Graß from 1752 to 1759, moved to Karlsburg in Siebenbürgen from 1762 as the first engraver in Günzburg, and finally in 1774 became head engraver in Kremnitz instead of his cousin Maximilian König

Page 130        
The punches for the production of dies for Eighth Head coins and copper Kreuzers were provided by the Günzburg engraver Anton König, who had been a Scholar in Hall from 1752 to 1759.     The first Hall engraver, VA Grass made ​​the dies with these punches, for which he received a 200 fl payment.    At the same time the second Hall engraver, Christian Toda, was given an imperial order to go Günzburg to help the local engraver. 
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König Family Genealogy Information extracted from the books:

“Die Münzstätte Hall in Tirol    1477 - 1665”

“Die Münzstätte Hall in Tirol    1665 - 1809”

Both books written by Heinz Moser and Heinz Tursky.   Published in 1977 & 1981.

Information Extracted and Translated by R.E. Butler    rebutler@storm.ca   in October, 2012. 

“Die Münzstätte Hall in Tirol    1477 - 1665”

Pages  273 & 274

Matthias König was born in Olmütz and came to Innsbruck in 1620, where he settled for the time being as the coat of arms and seal cutter.  In 1632 he was appointed as successor to Melchior Patz as engraver for the archbishop of Salzburg, at least until 1654, and possibly longer.

Pages  285 & 287

In 1647 Matthias König brought his son Maximilian back from the office.   Maximilian König was concerned with the stamp section of the mint for the next 4 decades.  In the first period of his activity, however, he was placed under the supervision of his father, which went so far as to jointly cut embossing rollers.

Page  350

Stempelschneider von Ensisheim

Mathias König    1630 - 1534

Page  354

Die Stempelschneider der Haller Münzstätte

1633 - 1663       Mathias König    

1647 - 1686       Maximilian König

Page  172

In 1594    ....  The position was offered to Wolfgang Eggl, a very talented stone cutter and seal engraver who was living in Innsbruck.   

“Die Münzstätte Hall in Tirol    1665 - 1809”

Page  13

(Probably between 1665 & 1667 )    ...., the Kaiser reduced the salaries of the engravers from 600 to 400 fl annually.   As a consolation König was given the title “erzfürstlicher Kammerdiener”      (This translates roughly as” First Royal Chamberlain”)
Page 14

This can be seen in a letter dated 23 Jan 1668, where König, who had his residence in Innsbruck, had been cutting Talers in Hall in 1667, but had not paid his bill to the local host.  

Page 18

...... Maximilian König trained his son Johann Anton König, and the son did increasingly more work from about 1680.  

Page 18

Finally, when his father Maximilian died on 1 October 1686, Johann Anton König was hired as the temporary Mint engraver in October, and as the regular engraver at the Hall Mint in May 1687.  He had to give part of his earnings to his mother as a widow.

Page 38

In 1694, Johann Anton König, who lived in Innsbruck and traveled only when necessary to Hall to cut a stamp or rolls, received an instruction to become a permanent resident in Hall to cut more embossing rollers.   

Page 50

.., but during his second stay in Vienna in 1689 he was able to exploit his personal relationships, and like his father he was awarded the honorary title "kaiserlicher Kammerdiener"    ( This translates roughly as “Imperial Chamberlain”.)

Page 52

It is worth mentioning in connection with the 1703 Bavarian incident Hall Münzgraveur Johann Anton König, who had his residence in Innsbruck, personally suffered a great loss.   “  ..the unfortunate wartime will be remembered as a time when particularly hostile Bayern soldiers were in my house and garden, spoiled everything, burned fences and benches,  .......”   

Page 70

The main engraver of the Hall Mint had come from the König farmily since 1633.   The training and the engraving art had been passed from father to son.     Johann Anton König, who first worked as an apprentice and assistant to his father, and from 1686 worked as the main engraver in the Hall mint was part of the continuity.

Page 70

Considering his increasing age and his gradual loss of sight, it is understandable that Johann Anton König asked to be retired at the beginning of 1717.    After 1717,...., he used the help of his son Josef Christof König who had learned from him the art of engraving, seals and coats of arms.    With this arrangment, Johann Anton König postponed the consequences of the gradual loss of vision for some years, and his work was actually quite usable

Page 73

At the end of 1725, Josef Christof König received a provisional appointment with 100 fl annual salary and at the same time an order to be trained in Vienna.

Page 73

Finally ln 1729, after 12 years of working, he received his wish of a permanent appointment as Münzgraveur, and Josef Christof König was engaged with a 200 fl annual salary.    

Page 74

And from 1732 or maybe as early as 1728, Josef Christof König did all the engraving work alone.  .....   His father requested that his younger brother Franz Ferdinand be an assistant at the Hall mint, but this  request was not granted.   

Page 77

In 1732 the Münzgraveur Johann Anton König retired with 45 years of service (died l746).

Page 115

When engraving a new Sechser roller for 1745, König suffered a work injury that cost him not only his right eye, but also caused a permanent infirmity that made him almost totally disabled and in 1747 led to his early retirement.    During his illness, the engraver König became surly and quarrelsome, and after an imperial Reform Commission noted the incompatibility of König and his terminal illness, he was retired on 10 August 1747.    On ll. January of 1752 Münzgraveur Josef Christof König died.

Page 128

It is necessary to mention that Engraver-scholar Josef Anton König, a son of Josef Christof König,, was trained in Hall ....from 1752 to 1759, moved to Karlsburg in Siebenbürgen from 1762 as the first engraver in Günzburg, and finally in 1774 became head engraver in Kremnitz instead of his cousin Maximilian König
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Beamtenschematismus der Münzstätte Hall in Tirol 1665 – 1809

MÜNZGRAVEURE:

 Maximilian König

1647-1686
Johan Anton König

1687-1731

Josef Christof König
1732-1747  (seit 1717 ohne Bezahlung tätig)

MÜNZGRAVEURESCHOLARE:

(Josef) Anton König

1752-1759  (wird Graveur in Karlsburg, Günzburg 

und Kremnitz.)
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